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West Devon Highways and Traffic Orders Committee
29 November 2016

Devon County Council (Various Roads, Okehampton)(Control of Waiting) Amendment 
Order

Report of the Chief Officer, Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste

Recommendation:  It is recommended that:

(a) The responses to the advertised Traffic Regulation Order be noted;
(b) The Traffic Regulation Order is sealed and implemented as advertised, subject to 

the recommendations detailed in Section 5 below;
(c) The issue of Residents Parking within the Town of Okehampton be re-examined if 

evidence can be produced by the local community that sufficient demand for such 
a scheme exists.

1. Summary

This report considers the objections to the advertised traffic regulation order and seeks approval 
to make and seal the order as recommended above.

2. Background/Introduction

Devon County Council has been working with Okehampton Town Council and other 
stakeholders developing proposals designed to:

 Free up as much on street parking as possible to benefit residents and visitors.
 Encourage turnover of on street parking to benefit businesses.
 Enable enforcement to be undertaken efficiently.
 Encourage longer term visitors to use off street car parks.
 Encourage those working in the town make more sustainable travel choices. eg Car Share, 

Public Transport, Walking and Cycling.
 To make adjustments to the existing on-street parking arrangements to improve safety for 

vulnerable road users and drivers. 
 To update descriptions within the existing Order to ensure consistency with existing signing 

and lining.

This report describes the resulting proposals, and details responses received to the subsequent 
statutory consultation undertaken in March and April 2016. 

3. Proposals

Proposals are shown in Appendix I:  Hatoc Report Plans ENV5506/1 – 5.

Specific proposal included:

 Rationalising the times of operation and non-return periods of the Limited Waiting Bays 
within the Town.  The existing restrictions included a mixture of time periods which make the 
task of enforcement inefficient.  Non return periods should ideally be set at twice the waiting 

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect.



period.  This avoids any uncertainty over when the vehicle was parked and enables Civil 
Enforcement Officers to patrol a beat and return at a time after the limited waiting period has 
expired allowing more flexibility in deployment of officers elsewhere in the community.  (See 
ENV5506/1)

 Installation of a Limited Waiting Bay on the south side of Exeter Road, to the south east of 
De Brionne Heights in order to discourage parking by large vehicles displaying advertising 
material.  Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm.  Waiting limited to 2Hrs, no return within 4 Hrs.  
(See ENV5506/4)

4. Representations Received

The following representations were received during the statutory consultation:

 50 Petition letters and one on-line representation objecting to changes to the times of the 
limited waiting bays in the town centre (Castle Road, George Street, Jacobs Pool, Kempley 
Road, Mill Road, Park Road, St James Street, Station Road, West Street, Westbridge Close) 
as shown in Appendix I Drawing No. ENV5506/1.  Objections received are to proposals R3a, 
R3d and R3f edged in Red on the plan. 

The letter and a plan showing the distribution of addresses of the respondents can be seen 
in Appendix II.  The letter describes the difficulties currently faced by residents when parking 
in these roads and states that the proposed changes will make life more difficult for residents 
who will face difficulty in moving their vehicles to suit the proposed longer non-return period.

The letter proposes a meeting with residents to discuss the changes and suggests that a 
Resident’s Parking scheme would be an appropriate way to deal with enforcement issues on 
these roads. 

 
 7 objections have been received, from residents of Exeter Road, to the proposal to 

introduce a limited waiting bay on the south side of Exeter Road, to the south east of De 
Brionne Heights.  The objections state that the proposal will:

 Encourage parking on the north western side of Exeter Road.  This will change 
alignment and make it unsafe for residents to use their driveways. 

 This parking currently occurs infrequently but, it is claimed, has already been the 
cause of a collision.

 Make it more dangerous for school children crossing to the pedestrianised route to 
the Community College in Simmons Way, through the De Brionne Heights estate.

 Cause more congestion on the busiest road leading in and out of the town.

See drawing ENV5506/4 (A) for advertised proposal.

 One request for additional No Waiting “At any time” (Double Yellow Lines) in Simmons Way 
which lies outside of the scope of this Review.  This could be considered as part of the 
2017/18 Local Waiting Restriction Review.

 A late request from the allotment association in Castle Road for the proposed removal of the 
double yellow lines to be reduced slightly to assist vehicular access to the allotments.  This 
can be accommodated without re-advertising the proposal.



5. Recommendations

(a) Changes to Limited Waiting Bays in the Town Centre Area 

In recognition of the difficulties related by the residents in the Petition letter it is recommended 
that the proposals R3a, R3d and R3f are modified to begin at 10am rather than 9am and finish at 
5pm rather than 6pm.  This will allow residents greater access to unrestricted parking at the 
beginning and end of the day. 

(b) Limited waiting bay in Exeter Road to the South East of De Brionne Heights.

The parked van is of concern to residents of De Brionne Heights but does not compromise 
safety at the junction.  In view of the objections received from residents of Exeter Rd it is 
recommended that the proposal should be deleted.

(c) Removal of Double Yellow Lines in Castle Road

That the proposal should be modified to accommodate the Allotment Association’s request and 
reduce the line removal by 1.5 metres.

(d) Residents Parking

The potential for residents parking within the town was thoroughly explored with the Town 
Council when preparing the consultation.  At the time the Town Council was of the view there is 
would be little or no demand for Residents Parking in Okehampton.  In light of the petition letter, 
the issue of Residents Parking can be examined further if evidence can be produced by the local 
community that sufficient demand for such a scheme exists. 

6. Financial Considerations

The total costs of the scheme including design and post scheme monitoring will be in the region 
of £20,000 which has been allocated from within the On Street Parking Account. 

7. Environmental Impact Considerations

The scheme rationalises the on street within the town and its stated objectives are designed to:

 Free up much on street parking as possible.
 Encourage turnover of on street parking to benefit businesses.
 Enable enforcement to be undertaken efficiently.
 Encourage longer term visitors to use off street car parks.
 Encourage those working in the town make more sustainable travel choices eg Car Share, 

Public Transport, Walking and Cycling.

The Environmental effects of the scheme are therefore positive. 

8. Equality Considerations

No new policies are being recommended in this report but an Equality Impact and Needs 
Assessment will be completed after the scheme has been advertised and before the scheme is 
implemented.



9. Legal Considerations 

The lawful implications and consequences of the proposal have been considered and taken into 
account in the preparation of this report.

When making a Traffic Regulation Order it is the County Council’s responsibility to ensure that 
all relevant legislation is complied with.  This includes Section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 that states that it is the duty of a local authority, so far as practicable, secures the 
expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic and provision of parking facilities.  It is 
considered that the proposals comply with Section 122 of the Act as they practically secure the 
safe and expeditious movement of traffic in and around Okehampton and to its associated 
parking facilities.

10. Risk Management Considerations 

There are thought to be no major safety issues arising from the proposal.  However, a Minor 
Schemes Safety Assessment will be undertaken to consider signing and lining elements agreed 
by Committee.  

11. Public Health Impact

It is considered that there will be a positive public health impact as the proposals encourage 
modal shift to sustainable transport. Supporting active travel, such as walking and cycling, is a 
key component of the Devon 'Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2013 to 16.

12. Summary/Conclusions/Reasons for Recommendations 

The proposals rationalise existing parking arrangements within the town by:

 prohibiting parking at junctions, within visibility splays and on narrow sections of roads. 
 addressing the concerns of residents over the ability to park within a reasonable walking 

distance of their house.
 enabling effective enforcement to be undertaken throughout the town.

The proposals contribute to the safe and expeditious movement of traffic in and around 
Okehampton and to its associated parking facilities and therefore comply with S 122 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

David Whitton
Chief Officer, Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste

Electoral Division:  Okehampton 

Local Government Act 1972:  List of Background Papers

Contact for enquiries:  Mike Jones

Room No:  ABG Lucombe House

Tel No: (01392) 383000
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